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(Gala-goers Celebrate Gardening, Art and Conservation

The early 20th century house at River Farm houses AHS’s offices.

American Horticultural Society’s gala at River Farm.

By GLENDA C. BOOTH
THE GAZETTE

asturtiums brightened the dinner plates,

parsley greened up the centerpieces and

strawberries and rhubarb starred in the

dessert. Plants were inside, outside and
all around.

On a balmy Sept. 20 evening, 300 gardening enthu-
siasts gathered under a big white tent to celebrate gar-
dening and to honor two champions at the American
Horticultural Society’s (AHS) gala at River Farm in the
Mount Vernon area.

Welcoming guests, AHS President and Chief Exec-
utive Officer Suzanne LaPorte said, “Horticulture is
essential to life. Plants and gardens feed us, cool our
cities, purify our air and bring beauty into our lives.

SEE AMERICAN HORTICULTURAL, PAGE 12
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Guests enjoyed a three-course meal.
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Skipp Calvert, long-time Alexandria resident, local champion of
River Farm, and former AHS Board member, at the AHS 2025 Gala.
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Skipp Calvert, long-time Alexandria resident,
local champion of River Farm, and former AHS
Board member, and Scott C. Plein, AHS Board
Chair. At the AHS 2025 Gala, Skipp Calvert re-
ceived the AHS Meritorious Service Award

-
Suzanne Laporte, AHS President and CEO, Skipp Calvert, long-time
Alexandria resident, local champion of River Farm, and former AHS
Board member, and Scott C. Plein, AHS Board Chair.
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Award, and Suzanne Laporte, AHS President and CEO.
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Old Town Old Town Porto Vecchio
1103 Prince Street 520 S Pitt Street 1250 S Washington Street #816

$1,675,000 | 3-bed, 2.5-bath home with original floors, exposed  $1,200,000 | Beautifully updated 3-bed, 1.5-bath home with $825,000 | Beautifully maintained 2-bed, 2-bath penthouse has
brick walls, 2 staircases, 2 fireplaces, and an open chef’s kitchen. wood floors, bright kitchen, renovated baths, and a lush deep views of Belle Haven, Hunting Creek, and city night lights, a

Vaulted ceilings and spa-like bath in primary suite. Private patio. garden with vibrant landscaping and parking for 2 cars. fireplace, and enclosed solarium. 2 garage parking spaces.
Babs Beckwith : 703.627.5421 Lauren Bishop : 202.361.5079 Mary Taylor & Pat Tierney : 703.785.5619
OldTownAlexandrialLiving.com LaurenBishopHomes.com MaryTaylorRealtor.com

I

Old Town Taylor Run The Glen of Carlyn

909 Pendleton St 131 & 133 E Taylor Run Parkway 5936 Munson Court

$800,000 | Beautifully updated 2-bed, 1.5-bath house with $690,000 & $775,000 | 2 adjoining, brick, half duplexes. $720,000 | 2-bed, 3.5-bath home with renovated kitchen, 2
hardwood floors, stylish kitchen, screened porches, fenced Each with 3 bedrooms and 2.5 bathrooms. Sold separately. bedroom suites, multiple fireplaces, private patio, balcony, and
yard, finished garage, and wood barrel sauna. Great either for the investment-minded or resident owners! updated systems including HVAC, roof, and windows.

Sandy McMaster : 571.259.2673 Sarah Bobbin : 571.225.8716 Tammi Curran : 703.309.3119
SandyMcMaster.realestate SophisticatedLivingNOVADC.com TammiCurran.com

Springfield Park Old Town Belle View

5808 Ash Drive 1205 N Pitt Street #3C 6507 10th Street #B1

$719,900 | Renovated 5-bed, 3-bath house with stylish finishes, $515,000 | 2-bed, 1-bath condo with bright rooms, wood- $339,000 | 2-bed, 1-bath with porch, upgraded open concept
lower level with rental potential, modern kitchen, fenced yard, burning fireplace, parking, storage, landscaped grounds, and  kitchen, great condition, lovely location, close to community
solar panels, and striking curb appeal. pool—offering modern updates and historic charm. amenities, shopping, restaurants, and more.

Miriam Miller : 703.598.6619 Mary Kern : 703.994.5246 Chris Robinson : 703.898.9023

MM-RealEstate.com MaryKernHomes.com RobinsonBriggs.com
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Proudly Serving Virginia, Washington, DC, Maryland, and West Virginia
Corcoran McEnearney | 109 S. Pitt Street | Alexandria, VA 22314 | 703.549.9292 | corcoranmce.com

©2025 Corcoran Group LLC. All rights reserved. Corcoran® and the Corcoran Logo are registered service marks owned by Corcoran Group LLC. Corcoran Group LLC fully edl ATLANTIC COAST
supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Each office is independently owned and operated. MORTGAGE
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FAIRFAX COUNTY POLICE DEPARTMENT

The suspected 2016 black Mercedes C300 involved in the fatal crash.

Fatal Nighttime Hit-and-Run Crash in Mount Vernon

Nationwide,
pedestrian deaths

have soared 80%
since 2009.

By MERCIA HOBSON
THe GAZETTE

n the evening of Sept. 23,
62-year-old Trina Jones of Alex-
andria was struck in a hit-and-
run crash while she was crossing
Richmond Highway at Belford Drive. Jones
was subsequently struck a second time by a
Fairfax County police officer responding to
the scene. The location is just outside the
Mount Vernon Crossroads Shopping Center
in the Hybla Valley area of Fairfax County.

Preliminary reports from Fairfax County
Police Department authorities indicate that
a southbound driver in a black Mercedes
C300 sedan is believed to have struck Jones
and then fled the scene.

Jesse Katzman, the commander of public
affairs for the FCPD, said during an on-site
news conference at the crash location that
evening that the victim, who appeared to
be alone, was found lying in the roadway.
Police were dispatched around 8:39 p.m.
“When our officer approached the scene, he
made contact with a pedestrian who was ly-
ing in the roadway.” At the time of the news
conference, heavy rain was readily apparent.

Fairfax County Fire and Rescue responded
and began performing lifesaving measures.
Jones was transported to a hospital but was
later pronounced deceased.

Through their investigation, detectives
were able to obtain a picture of the Mer-
cedes involved in the initial crash.

The FCPD has opened both criminal and
administrative investigations into the offi-
cer’s involvement. The officer involved in
the crash has been identified as a two-year
veteran assigned to the Mount Vernon Patrol
District. As department policy, the officer has
been placed on restricted duty status pend-
ing the outcome of the investigation.

Katzman explained that the investiga-
tion encompasses both the hit-and-run and
critical incident aspects because an officer
is involved. He also stated that body-worn
www.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

Jesse Katzman, commander of public affairs for the Fairfax County Po-
lice Department, gives an on-site news conference the evening of Sept.

Vernon area of Fairfax County.

Alexandria City 39 2 53

= Fairfax City 11 0 14

g Falls Church City 3 0 8

FAIRFAX COUNTY POLICE DEPARTMENT/FACEBOOK Fredericksburg City 10 0 15

'Manassas City 0 0 0l

23 near the hit-and-run crash site on Richmond Highway in the Mount Manassas Park City 0 0

Arlington County 62 0 70

TREDS.VIRcINIA.COV | Caroline County 4 0 4

The Virginia Crash Report from the Traffic Records Electronic Data gy County 0 0 0
System (TREDS) shows 99 pedestrian-involved crashes and six -

Fairfax County 99 6 114

fatalities in Fairfax County between Jan. 1 and Sept. 26, 2025.

camera footage and in-car video will be re-
viewed to gather more information about
the incident.

According to FCPD General Order 303
(Criminal Investigations of Department Em-
ployees), the Major Crimes Bureau conducts
the criminal investigation and presents the
findings to the Fairfax County Common-
wealth’s Attorney’s Office, led by Steve Des-
cano. Concurrently, Internal Affairs handles
the administrative review.

Detectives are searching for the driver of
the hit-and-run vehicle.

Contextual Statistics

Drivers struck and killed 7,148 people
walking in the United States in 2024, ac-
cording to the Governors Highway Safe-
ty Association’s latest report, “Pedestrian
Traffic Fatalities by State: 2024 Preliminary
Data.” Pedestrian deaths are increasing at a
rate far faster than overall traffic fatalities.
Between 2009 and 2023, pedestrian deaths
rose 80%, while all other traffic fatalities

Date Range:

Region/PDC:

Jurisdiction:

Grouped By:

Crashes Filtered By:
Primary Street(s):
Secondary Street(s):

IMACE VIA GOOGLE MAPS
The hit-and-run crash site is near the Mount Vernon Crossroads Shopping Center on
Richmond Highway in the Mount Vernon area of Fairfax County.

Virginia Crash Report

1/1/2025 to 9/26/2025

Region: Fairfax

All

City/County
Pedestrian Involved
ALL
ALL

increased 13%. More than three-quarters of
pedestrian fatalities occur after dark. Fatal
pedestrian crashes at night rose 84% be-
tween 2010 and 2023, compared to a 28%
increase in daytime fatalities.

Trina Jones of Alexandria appears to be
the seventh pedestrian crash death in Fair-
fax County, according to trends.virginia.gov.
Trends reports 99 pedestrian-involved crash-
es with 114 injuries thus far this year as of
Sept. 28 in Fairfax County, and an additional
11 crashes in Fairfax City with 14 injuries
and three in Falls Church with eight injuries.

Other Pedestrian
Crash Incidents

% Jan. 29, 2025: A fatal pedestrian crash
occurred in Woodlawn. Erica Tibbs, 33, of
Alexandria, and her 5-year-old child were
crossing Richmond Highway from west to
east while not in a crosswalk and were struck
by the driver of the Chevrolet Suburban
shortly before 8:34 p.m. Erica Tibbs died.

% Feb. 14, 2025: A fatal pedestrian crash

occurred in Hutchison in the area of Centre-
ville Road and Parcher Avenue just outside
the Town of Herndon shortly before 2:55
p.m. The pedestrian, 67-year-old Norman
Barazueta, was taken to the hospital and
pronounced dead 12 days later, on Feb.
26, police say. Detectives believe Barazueta
“stepped into the southbound lanes” of Cen-
treville Road when the southbound driver of
a 2024 Chevrolet Trax struck him.

< April 2, 2025: A fatal pedestrian crash
occurred in the 7700 block of Route 29 near
Merrifield. Preliminarily, Fairfax County Po-
lice said the driver of a Nissan cargo van
was traveling west on Lee Highway when
87-year-old German Gomez of Falls Church
stepped out into the driver’s lane.

« July 8, 2025: A crash on the Dulles Toll
Road near the Herndon/Chantilly exit killed
a woman early Tuesday morning when a ve-
hicle struck the pedestrian around 2 a.m..
The Metropolitan Washington Airports Au-
thority Police did not publicly identify her.
The driver of the vehicle stayed on the scene.

MoOUNT VERNON GAZETTE % OCTOBER 2-15, 2025 « 3



NEWS

anger Lurks:
ear Misses

n the

Roads

New report reveals key factors
in vehicle-pedestrian and cyclist
near-miss incidents.

By MERCIA HOBSON
THE CAZETTE

n the Fairfax area — a near

miss motor vehicle crash in-

volving a pedestrian or cyclist

is reported on average every
two days and six-and-a-half hours,
with more than half of the reports
involving children.

This statistic is based on 254
near miss reports collected over 18
months, from January 2024 to July
2025. The data sourced for the sta-
tistic is cited in the “Fairfax Near
Miss Summary Report-Sept 2025,”
by Northern Virginia Families for
Safe Streets (NoVA FSS), provided
to The Connection on Thursday,
Sept. 19. The report’s purpose is
to identify and analyze locations
on Fairfax’s roads where people re-
port feeling unsafe while walking
or bicycling.

The analysis of near-miss reports
reveals several key trends and
prime spots for reporting incidents
throughout Fairfax County. While
reports of collisions by the Virgin-
ia Department of Motor Vehicles
(DMV) are crucial, the near-miss
report provides a different kind of
insight. It fills in the gaps using a
Near Miss survey app and docu-
ments a wider range of unsafe in-
teractions that don’t escalate into
a reportable crash, but still cause
people to feel unsafe.

Eighty-six percent of the in-
cidents are recurring, and peak
during prime commuting hours
in the mornings and evenings.
Reports that cite infrastructure or
environmental factors as a risk of-
ten mention poor visibility and in-
adequate traffic controls. The most
frequently cited behavior posed to
pedestrians is “failure to yield,” at
59 percent, followed by speeding
at 49 percent and distracted driv-
ing at 26 percent.

The highest number of reports
was submitted in the Hunter Mill
District (51), followed by Fran-
conia (48) and Providence (44).

4 < MOUNT VERNON GAZETTE

However, as stated in the report’s
executive summary, “It doesn’t
mean that other jurisdictions like
Mason, Mount Vernon or Spring-
field, etc. don’t have Near Miss in-
cidents occurring on their streets.
Rather it shows how much more
NoVA FSS needs to do to raise
awareness of the NM (Near Miss)
survey app.“

The top roadways in Fairfax for
reports involving children include
Telegraph Road, Fairfax County
Parkway and Gallows Road. Most
incidents occurred on 25 mph
roads and involved dangerous
driving behaviors, such as failure
to vyield, speeding or distracted
driving.

Case studies in Hunter Mill re-
flect near miss trends countywide.

The Hunter Mill District re-
port provides two case studies
that highlight several key trends
across Fairfax County. The report
notes that incidents in this district
are “recurring or involve children
at a slightly higher rate than the
average for Fairfax. They show a
higher-than-average rate of driv-
ers speeding, being distracted, and
running lights/signs.”

Lake Newport Road, Reston:
Reports from this area frequent-
ly mention speeding and running
red lights, with a higher-than-aver-
age rate of children involved due
to the nearby Armstrong Elemen-
tary School. The road’s position
between busy parkways makes it
especially dangerous.

One resident described a har-
rowing incident. “The light at the
intersection of Fairfax County
Parkway and Lake Newport Road
is extremely dangerous. A child
was crossing the street on a bike
and had the walk signal to do so
when a car came speeding through
on a red light, almost hitting the
child.”

Reston Town Center: Another
case study focuses on Reston Town

SEe DANGER LURKS, PAGE 8
OcCTOBER 2-15, 2025

Density of Near Miss Reports in

Fairfax
January 1, 2024 - July 20, 2025

Fairfax Summary

MNovh FSs

GRAPHICS BY FAIRFAX NEAR MIss SUMMARY REPORT-SEPT 2025
The map’s coloring depicts the density of reported near miss vehicle-pedestrian and vehicle-cyclist

collisions.

Fairfax Summary

Mear Miss reports from Jan 2024 to July 2025
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The three graphs show the Fairfax Summary reported near miss incidents from January 2024 to July
2025 for driver factors, unsafe conditions and the time periods.

Fairfax Summary

Person Impacted

Fairfax County
January 2024 - july 2025

]
174.02%

Person Walking 4 |

Person Driving 1 24.41%

Person with Disability 5.91%

Person Riding Scooter{  |4.72%

0% 20% a40% 60% B80%

52%
Involve
Children

86%
Are

Recurring

A graphic from the Fairfax Summary report shows percentages for people impacted, with 74 percent
being pedestrians. It also shows that 52 percent of near miss incidents involved children, and 86 per-

cent were recurring.
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Nearly 1,000 Food For Nighbors volunteers suported 54 schools and over 10,000 students in Fairf,
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Arlington and Loudoun counties by collecting and sorting more than 28,000 pounds of food for local

school children on Sept. 13.

Volunteers Fight Food Insecurity
During Hunger Action Month

he spirit of Hunger Action Month, a na-

tionwide effort each September to raise

awareness about food insecurity and in-

spire action, was evident as volunteers and
community organizations partnered to relieve hunger
in local schools.

Nearly 1,000 Food For Neighbors volunteers sup-
ported 54 schools and over 10,000 students in Fair-
fax, Arlington and Loudoun counties by collecting and
sorting more than 28,000 pounds of food for local
school children on Sept. 13.

“Because of this community, students are starting
the year with one less worry and families know their
neighbors truly care,” said Karen Joseph, Founder and
Executive Director of Food For Neighbors.

At a food sorting event at Herndon Middle School,
Joseph accepted a $20,000 grant from Journey for
Good Foundation, a 501(c)(3) charity dedicated to
fighting poverty through food, shelter, education, and
workforce development and the charitable arm of

Avolta in North America.

Food For Neighbors, now in its ninth year, helps
schools establish in-house food pantries and mobilizes
local communities to fill them with food and toiletries
donated through the non-profit'’s Red Bag Program.

Despite Northern Virginia being among the most
affluent areas in the state, over 1 in 3 students in
Fairfax County and more than 1 in 4 students in Ar-
lington and Loudoun counties qualified for free or re-
duced-price school meals during the last school year.
Food For Neighbors works to ensure that food is read-
ily accessible to students during the school day and to
take home over weekends and holidays.

Food For Neighbors invites you to help end teen
food insecurity by registering as a Red Bag donor. The
group will leave a “Red Bag” with the grocery list and
collection dates on your doorstep, send a reminder
when it’s time to shop, and pick up the donations from
your home. It’s that easy! To learn more visit https://
www.foodforneighbors.org/get-involved/.

The Fairfax County Redevelopment and
Housing Authority (FCRHA) will accept
waitlist applications for select, new-con-
struction Project-Based Voucher (PBV) units. Ap-
plications become available on Oct. 6, 2025 at
8 a.m. and will remain open through Oct. 12 at
11:59 p.m.

Project-Based Voucher waitlist applications will
be accepted for:

Small Window to Apply
For Affordable Housing Spots

Indigo at McLean Station at 1750 Old Mead-
ow Road, McLean, VA 22102, two-bedroom units
(eight Project-Based Vouchers units)

Fairfax Crest at 12020 and 12040 Govern-
ment Center Parkway, Fairfax, VA 22030, 1-bed-
room, 2-bedroom, and 3-bedroom units (14 Proj-
ect-Based Vouchers units)

SEE AFFORDABLE HousING, PAGE 15
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Now is the moment we've been waiting for. With new
treatments emerging in the fight against Alzheimer’s and
all other dementia, now is the time for hope. But not the
time to stop.

Help us keep the momentum going in your community at
the Alzheimer’s Association Walk to End Alzheimer's®,
the world’s largest fundraiser to fight the disease

2025 Walk to End Alzheimer’s

WALK Z=END
ALZHEIMER'S

Northern Virginia
ALZHEIMER'S Q) ASSOCIATION

October 12, 2025
2025 National Presenting Sponsor

Edward Jones

IS THE TIME FOR ACTION

=

Easing Your Iransition
from Hospital to Home.

American Heart Association.

Certified Care
Skilled Nursing Facility
Stroke Rehabilitation

NeuroGen

Stroke Recovery

Rehabilitation & Healthcare Center

AlexandriaHC.com - 571.257.1896
900 Virginia Ave, Alexandria, VA 22302
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NEWS

“The Outsider’

ACCT shines with timely political satire.

By JEANNE THEISMANN
GAZETTE PACKET

s Ned Newley the worst candidate to
ever run for office? Despite impressively
bad poll numbers, political consultant
Arthur Vance thinks Newley is exactly
what the public is looking for in “The Out-
sider.” It’s a timely and hilarious political
comedy opening Oct. 3 at Aldersgate Church
Community Theater.

Newley, a brilliant but so-
cially awkward lieutenant
governor, is suddenly thrust
into the role of governor af-
ter a scandal forces his pre-
decessor to resign. He is a
policy genius but a public
relations disaster — terrified
of speaking and painfully un-
comfortable in the spotlight.
His chief of staff, Dave Ri-
ley, enlists the help of a slick
political consultant, Arthur
Vance, who sees Newley’s awkwardness as
a potential goldmine. Vance believes voters
crave authenticity, even if it’s clumsy and un-
polished.

Things spiral into absurdity when Louise
Peakes, a ditzy temp secretary with no polit-
ical experience, accidentally becomes a viral
sensation and is pushed into running for of-
fice herself. “The Outsider,” written by play-
wright Paul Slade Smith, explores how po-
litical success can hinge more on optics and
relatability than competence or substance.

sides.”

“The Outsider
is decidedly
political but

it takes no

— Director Eddie Page

“The Outsider is decidedly political
but it takes no sides,” said Eddie Page, an
award-winning director who helms the stel-
lar cast. “There’s no intent to undermine or
endorse any party or candidate. As we nav-
igate this changing climate, it becomes in-
creasingly clear that individual actions and
choices matter. Instead, it embraces a mirror
up to recent years of the political climate
and invites us to laugh at the absurdity we
all recognize.”

Marg Soroos is producer
along with Charles Drag-
onette, who does double
duty on stage as AC Peter-
son. Steve Rosenthal is the
bumbling but brilliant Ned
Newley, with Elizabeth Re-
polgie as Louise, Sara Joy
Lebowitz as Rachel, Maya
Reva as Paige, Richard Fiske
as Arthur, and Jim Pearson as
Dave.

The fast-paced dialogue,
physical comedy and strong ensemble cast
balance slapstick with moments of genuine
insight into the political process.

Rosenthal as Newley captures the char-
acter’s endearing awkwardness with Fiske
taking on a James Carville-esque charisma.
Repolgie as Louise steals scenes with her
clueless charm.

“Louise is brought into the governor’s of-
fice as a temp after the previous governor’s
resignation and departure of his entire sup-
port staff,” Repolgie said. “What she lacks in

Al X Jazz
Fest Pop-Up

he next ALX Jazz Fest Pop-Up

| event is on Sunday, Oct. 5 at the

Old Town North Farmers’ Market

@ Montgomery Park (901 N Royal St.)
Admission is free.

Enjoy live jazz by Improviso Jazz and
spoken word featuring Can Man Tha
Poet.

Experience a hands-on art project with
the Mobile Art Lab alongside the market’s
fresh produce, baked goods, and artisan
vendors. More details about the Old Town
North Farmers’ Market @ Montgomery
Park and their weekly offerings can be
found on the City’s Farmers Market page.

Full details of the ALX Jazz Fest and
future Pop Ups can be found on the ALX
Jazz Fest page.

The ALX Jazz Fest and the ALX Jazz
Fest Pop-Up Series are free events pro-
duced by the City of Alexandria’s Office of
the Arts, a division of the Department of
Recreation, Parks and Cultural Activities
(RPCA). This project is supported in part
by the Virginia Commission for the Arts.

he Alexandria Film Festival will

| screen films at Virginia Tech’s Alex-

andria location in the Potomac Yard

neighborhood as part of the 19th Annual
Alexandria Film Festival.

“The university’s new academic building
in the Potomac Yard neighborhood is the
perfect hub of festival activities this year,”
said Jill Ray, chair of the Alexandria Film
Festival. “It's metro-accessible, high-tech,
and ultra-modern, offering multiple spaces
for film screenings including the 300- ca-
pacity Boeing Auditorium.”

“Hosting the Alexandria Film Festival at
Academic Building One reflects our com-
mitment to making this building a hub for
innovation, collaboration, and communi-

PHOTO BY HOWARD SOROOS

ACCT’s production of The Outsider opens Friday, Oct. 3. The cast includes (front):
Sara Joy Lebowitz (Rachel), Steve Rosenthal (Ned), and Elizabeth Repolgie (Louise).
In back are Maya Reva (Paige), Richard Fiske (Arthur), Charles Dragonette (A.C. Pe-
terson), and Jim Pearson (Dave). The Outsider runs Oct. 3-19. www.acctonline.org

intelligence — which is a lot — she makes
up for with enthusiasm, unearned confi-
dence, and a genuine desire for everyone
around her to feel good about themselves.”
Said Fiske about his role as political con-
sultant Vance, “Arthur Vance is larger than
life, widely experienced and massively
self-confident. He could be disliked for his
ego and overbearing personality, but his joy
in the process overcomes this. He is a show-
man and his enthusiasm is contagious.”
With “The Outsider” Smith provides a
satirical look at how pollsters and pundits
shape political candidates. He cleverly skew-

ty,” said Lance Collins, vice president at
Virginia Tech.

The 19th annual Alexandria Film Festi-
val will kick off Nov. 2 and continue Now.
7-9 at venues across the City of Alexandria
including Patagonia Old Town, Beatley Li-
brary (free programming), the Alexandria
History Museum at The Lyceum, and Vir-
ginia Tech (Alexandria campus). The festi-
val event website, full programming will be
available soon at AlexFilmFest.com.

The Alexandria Film Festival brings short
and feature-length films of all genres, film-
maker panels and arts presentations to the
City of Alexandria and the greater DC-met-
ro area. The festival highlights the talents
of local, national and international film-

ers the absurdities or modern politics with-
out alienating his audience. It’'s a comedy
that asks serious questions: What do voters
really want? Is authenticity just another per-
formance? And who truly runs the show?

Said Soroos, “I would like people to see
the show then go away with a smile on their
face and know that democracy is worth the
time and effort to keep it alive.”

“The Outsider” is playing Oct. 3-19 at Al-
dersgate Church Community Theater, 1301
Collingwood Road, Alexandria, VA 22308.
For tickets or more information visit www.
acctonline.org.

Alexandria Film Festival to Include Screenings at Virginia Tech

makers.

The Alexandria Film Festival is made
possible with support from the Alexandria
Commission for the Arts, the City of Al-
exandria, as well as support of individual
donors and corporate sponsors including:
Adobe, Alexandria Gazette Packet and Con-
nection Newspapers; Alexandria Hyundai;
Alexandria Living Magazine; Alexandria
TImes; Atlas Brew Works; Bad Ass Coffee;
Burke & Herbert Bank; Cheesetique; Delia’s
Mediterranean Grill; Glory Days; Goodwin
Living; Hadeed Rug Cleaning; Jim Connol-
ly/Long & Foster Real Estate; Law Office
of Deborah Matthews; Old Town Crier;
Pond Roofing; Ted’s Montana Grill; Virginia
Tech; The Zebra; and Zen Business.

BULLETIN BOARD

VOLUNTEERS WANTED

Assistance League of Northern Virginia is
an all-volunteer non-profit organiza-
tion that feeds, clothes and provides
reading assistance and books to
children in need. Assistance League’s
programs touch the lives of hundreds
of children in Fairfax and Prince
William Counties and the City of
Alexandria. There are many volunteer

Submit civic/community announcements at ConnectionNewspapers.com/Calendar. Photos and artwork welcome.
Deadline is Thursday at noon, at least two weeks before the event. Or email to calendar@connectionnewspapers.com

opportunities for community members to
contribute to helping those in need. To learn
more, email info@alnv.org, or visit www.alnv.
org.

Join Friends’ Board. Those who care about men-
tal health, the Alexandria community, and
collaborating with fellow residents to make
sure the City’s most vulnerable residents have
a chance to thrive, then consider joining the
Board of Friends of the Alexandria Mental

Health Center. The Friends Board is an
all-volunteer group of residents that
oversees the administration of one of
Alexandria’s top mental health chari-

ties. Friends has no paid staff, so Board
members, working on average 10 hours
per month, share the day-to-day work
needed to accomplish its goals. Interested
candidates should email FriendsofAM-
HC@gmail.com.
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Elly Doyle Park Service Award Winners.

Mount Vernon Included in the 2025 Elly
Doyle Park Service Award Winners

By MIKE SALMON
THE GAZETTE

County Park Authority awarded

the 2025 Elly Doyle Park Ser-
vice Award Winners to an inspiring
group of people that stood out in
the parks around the county pro-
viding leadership and service. In
Mount Vernon, Cynthia Gamble

In early September, Fairfax

874 (Reg $84)
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was recognized for her 30 years
as Huntley Meadows Park site
manager and the hours she volun-
teered at Historic Huntley.

Other individual winners includ-
ed Ken Quincy, Aimee Vosper, Marc
Kohn, Sara Holtz, Mary Lipsey, Hel-
en Kafka, and Tim Bowers. There
were a couple of group awards too.

Representative James Walkin-
shaw (D-11) was on hand to recog-

%
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O
SALES | SERVICE | INSTALLATION

nize the winners and entered the
list into the congressional record.
“Volunteering brings us together in
a way that we need at this time,”
he said.

Drew Wilder, a reporter at
NBC4, was a past Elly Doyle award
winner and the emcee at the event.
His three-year-old daughter just
celebrated her birthday at one of
the county parks.

703 491 2771

BrennansHVAC.com

SERVICE-

i PUBLIC NOTICE h

Please be advised that a fireworks display will take place as part of a
private evening event at George Washington’s Mount Vernon on Sunday,

October 5
between 7:15pm — 7:45pm (5 minutes)

The Mount Vernon Ladies’ Association thanks you for
your tolerance and apologizes for any disruption.
To receive Mount Vernon fireworks notifications via email,
please write to events@mountvernon.org.

GEORGE WASHINGTON’S

b MOUNT *VERNON y

r‘

PUBLIC NOTICE h

Please be advised that a fireworks display will take place as part of a
private evening event at George Washington’s Mount Vernon on Thursday,

October 9
between 7:30pm — 8:00pm (5 minutes)

The Mount Vernon Ladies’ Association thanks you
for your tolerance and apologizes for any disruption.
To receive Mount Vernon fireworks notifications via email,
please write to events@mountvernon.org.

GEORGE WASHINGTON’S

b MOUNT *VERNON y

e
~ MAJOR SAVINGS:
Combine
Up To $6,700
In Tax Credits
& Rebates!

+ 24 Hour Emergency Service

« Planned Maintenance Agreements

« Free Estimate on System Replacement
+ Senior & Military Discounts
+100% Satisfaction Guarantee

« FREE Second Opinion on System Failure
» We Service All Brands
+ Up Front Pricing

HEATING & A!

Call Today! 703-491-2771 | www.brennansHVAC.com | info@brennanshvac.com Fglgﬁg&g?ﬁo

1System rebates ranging from $0 to $2,100 depending on equipment purchased. Rebates subject to change. Expires 11/29/25. *With approved credit on qualifying equipment. Call Brennan’s for complete details.
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Danger Lurks: Near Misses On the Roads

From PAGE4

Center, where drivers are reported
to “make unsafe or illegal maneu-
vers from the right turning lanes at
red lights.” A resident provided a
detailed report, stating that they
daily witnessed cars “not stop be-
hind the line and run the light in
right-turning lanes from Bluemont
and turning into Stratford condo
parking.”

Northern Virginia Families for
Safe Streets reports that “traffic
calming measures are recommend-
ed in dangerous locations such as
Lake Newport Road, which cur-
rently sees higher-than-average
rates of unsafe driving behaviors.”

The executive summary of the
“Fairfax Near Miss Summary Re-
port-Sept 2025” clarifies that al-
though the highest number of
reports were in Hunter Mill, Fran-
conia and the Providence Districts,
this “doesn’t mean that other ju-
risdictions like Mason, Mount
Vernon or Springfield, etc., don’t
have Near Miss incidents occurring
on their streets.” Instead, it high-
lights the need for NoVA FSS to
raise awareness of the survey. The
organization encourages anyone
who has experienced a near miss
to “fill out a report to share your
experience,” as stated on Novasa-
festreets.org.

A report, “Deadly Pedestrian
Trends Northern Virginia (NOVA)
Region & Alexandria, Arlington
& Fairfax” from Northern Virginia
Families for Safe Streets provides
the most recent data on record. As
of August 2025, Northern Virginia
as a whole recorded 10 pedestri-
an/cyclist fatalities on its roads,
with six in Fairfax County.

“Fairfax had the highest number
of crashes involving pedestrians or
cyclists that resulted in fatalities
or serious injuries from Jan 2024
- Apr 2025. Arlington County had
no fatalities in this time period,”
states the report.

Richmond Highway South cor-
ridor had the most pedestrian and
cyclist fatalities or serious injuries
in the Northern Virginia region.

In a call to action, Northern Vir-
ginia Families for Safe Streets pro-
poses to “reduce pedestrian-cyclist
fatalities by 10 percent in 2026 vs
2025 [and a] 15 percent reduction
in serious injuries should also be
set as a 2026 goal vs. 2025 result.”

Among other recommenda-
tions are to reduce vehicle speed
on high crash corridors, such as
Richmond Highway; increase driv-
er, pedestrian and cyclist safety
campaigns during late summer
through the fall and improve traf-
fic enforcement via technology to
supplement the police.

The goal of Northern Virginia

8 % MOUNT VERNON GAZETTE <

SOURCE: ADAMEBBIN.COM

Sen. Adam P. Ebbin (D-39)

Families for Safe Streets is to cre-
ate streets that are safe for people
of all ages, abilities, and modes of
travel by sharing impact stories to
increase public awareness and un-
derstanding. Key to this is to edu-
cate people driving, walking and
biking on safe behavior, educating
public policymakers, and advocat-
ing for measures to make streets
safer. NoVA FSS has chapters in
Alexandria, Arlington and Fairfax
counties. For further information
email: contact@novafss.org or
call:703 946-8401.

Challenges: No Sidewalks; Poor
Visibility

Highlights of near miss hotspots
elsewhere in Fairfax point to
Dranesville’s Live Oak Drive. “Ev-
ery report brings up the lack of
sidewalks and poor visibility along
this stretch. Despite frequent pe-
destrian and bike use, the road has
no infrastructure for them.”

“Adding sidewalks along sever-
al high Near Miss reported roads
would improve pedestrian safety.”

In Sully, “Near Miss small sam-
ple size limits the conclusions that
can be drawn regarding patterns in
reports, failure to yield, distracted
driving, and speeding continue to
be reported at higher-than-average
rates in Sully when compared to
Fairfax overall. 4 of the 5 reports
within the analyzed period in Sully
reported cyclists as an affected par-
ty. Specific conclusions [are] diffi-
cult to draw from [the] data pool,
but traffic calming measures may
see decreases in the high speeding
and failure to yield rates.”

In the Dranesville district, re-
ports bring up the lack of side-
walks and poor visibility along a
stretch of Live Oak Drive. Despite
frequent pedestrian and bike use,
the road lacks infrastructure for
these users.

Failure to Yield; Children at Risk
In the City of Fairfax, key issues

SEe DANGER LURKS, PAGE 10
OcCTOBER 2-15, 2025

Case B: Sherwood Hall Lane (Midday Lane Intersection)

“This intersection is unsafe for pedestrians, cyclist and drivers, The crosswalk gives pedestrians o false sense
*t! of security - vehicles rarely stop to let people cross, and when a car does try to stop for the crosswalk the &
" cars back up behind and often will swerve around to pass because they assume the vehicle is trying to
. turn, as a result speeding right into the crosswalk! It's terrible and happens all the time. Please install a
e flashing signal for the crosswalk or some kind of barrier to make it impossible for cars on Sherwood Hall to &)
=+ pass at this intersection. | walk here with my children in the stroller everyday and it is extremely stressful for
'ﬁ-_.:': walkers, cyclists and drivers. This is also near Hollin Meadows school and families have a hard time

' crossing the street safely. Please help!!”
- -

"X Another crosswalk without any

accompanying signals which drivers fail to
yield to, leading to near misses. Despite the

i double yellow lines, drivers also attempt to

pass others who do stop at the crosswalk,

creating even more dangerous situations for

pedestrians.

3 enariend ol

GRAPHICS BY FAIRFAX NEAR MIss SUMMARY REPORT-SEPT 2025
A graphic from the report highlights the Sherwood Hall Lane and Midday Lane intersection in Mount
Vernon, where the crosswalk gives pedestrians a false sense of security. Drivers rarely stop, and when a
car does, vehicles often swerve to pass, creating a dangerous situation.

Case A: Telegraph Road

Unsafe intersection with frequent foot traffic
from children going to Hayfield Secondary
School, several reports bring up lack of signals
* leading to driver behaviors of speeding and
% failure to yield.

. L & = : N
“Pedestrians, mostly children, are always
in danger when crossing Telegraph Rd to &3
M oo to and from Hayfield Secondary

i School. None of the crosswalks in the
area have flashing lights to indicate that
someone is present. If Alexandria City
can do it, so should Fairfax County.”

“Intersection at Telegraph and

.| Broadmoor remains very dangerous,

. despite addition of crosswalk and island. *
Drivers on Telegraph speed and neglect
to yield to walkers, including Hayfield
Secondary students. The signs on the
island are regularly hit and knocked over
or out of the ground. Turning left in either
direction is difficult and causes drivers to
take unsafe chances. A light or additional

: traffic calming device is needed.”

N .
Highlighting a near miss hotspot for children, the report shows that a lack of signals on Telegraph
Road near Hayfield Secondary School in the Alexandria section of Fairfax County leads to drivers
speeding and failure to yield.

Case A: The Corridor along Huntington Avenue

Reports bring up both the unsafe driving
habits exhibited along the road and the lack
a8 of crosswalks or bike lanes for non-drivers to
2 work with, leading to dangerous situations
§ frequently.

“Constant high-speed reckless driving, cars do not stop for school buses, no pedestrian crosswalks,
no protected bike lanes, narrow and uneven sidewalks. Solution: enforce speed limit (especially
during rush hours), reduce traffic to one lane in each direction, expand sidewalks / pedestrian /
cyclists thru-ways."”

“I moved to the neighborhood about 2 weeks ago and go on runs multiple times per week. Every
= time that | have run over the last few weeks | have almost been struck by cars as they routinely
stop well past the markers ... in the 2 weeks | hdVeé lived here have almost been hit 9 times”

A graphi}: from the report shows the corridor along Huntington Avenue in the Mount Vernon area,
where a lack of crosswalks and bike lanes, compounded by high-speed reckless driving, leads to dan-
gerous situations.
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Standoff with Feds, Challenges for FCPS

By MERCIA HOBSON
THE GAZETTE

airfax =~ County  Public

Schools is bracing for a

financial squeeze after

the federal government,
through its Department of Educa-
tion (DOE), targeted the school
division and two others — Chicago
Public Schools and New York City
— with a financial penalty.

The DOE is withholding $3.4
million in funds from FCPS, effec-
tive Oct. 1, which means Fairfax
County Public Schools will not
receive the specialized Magnet
School Assistance Program grants.
The DOE is also altering FCPS’s ac-
cess to over $167 million in critical
federal aid.

The DOE had given FCPS and
the other two divisions deadlines
of Sept. 23 to agree to rescind
their transgender-inclusive policies
regarding use of school restrooms
and locker rooms consistent with
their gender identity, arguing the
policies violate Title IX of the Ed-
ucation Amendments of 1972. The
law is a federal civil rights statute
that prohibits discrimination on
the basis of sex in any education
program or activity receiving fed-
eral financial assistance.

“Rather than reviewing FCPS’ let-
ter outlining why our policies and
regulations are consistent with con-
trolling state and federal law, and
requesting further action be stopped
until the legal issue is clarified by
the courts, DOE took hasty and
harmful action,” said Dr. Michelle
Reid, superintendent of FCPS.

Legal, financial and political
considerations drive this selective
enforcement to the given school
divisions. It is engineering a cir-
cuit split in the lower courts and
is fast-tracking a national show-
down at the conservative-leaning
U.S. Supreme Court over Title IX’s
scope, specifically, whether the law
includes gender identity.

USDOE spokesperson Julie Hart-
man said the department “will not
rubber-stamp civil rights compli-
ance for New York, Chicago and
Fairfax while they blatantly dis-
criminate against students based
on race and sex.”

The local confrontation in Fair-
fax County is central to the DOE’s
legal rationale. The DOE is chal-
lenging FCPS’s policies within
the 4th Circuit, where the prec-
edent-setting 2020 case, Grimm
v. Gloucester County, established
that gender identity is protected
under Title IX. The ruling required
the school district to allow the stu-
dent to use the facilities consistent
with gender identity, and FCPS fol-

www.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

Students at Bailey’s Elementary School for the Arts & Sciences.
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A physics lab at Thomas Jefferson High School for Science and Technology

lows that policy.

By forcing a confrontation in
the same jurisdiction that estab-
lished the key legal precedent, the
DOE could be able to solidify a
split with other circuits that have
ruled differently, creating an ap-
parent nationwide conflict for the
Supreme Court to resolve. In other
words, the DOE selected this local
confrontation in the specific legal
territory of Fairfax County, which
falls under the 4th Circuit, precise-
ly because it serves their national
legal rationale paving the way for
a Supreme Court review.

The Financial Threat

Financial leverage, which FCPS
has called “unconstitutional coer-
cion,” is at play. The DOE had pre-
viously placed FCPS on “high-risk”
status, freezing access to approxi-
mately $167 million.

The breakdown of the funding is
as follows: Approximately $41 mil-

lion supports services for students
under the Individuals with Disabil-
ities Education Act (IDEA); $61
million supports staff and provides
for the Free and Reduced-Price
Meals program; and the remaining
$65 million supports other essen-
tial services, including Title I fund-
ing for low-income students, Title
I funding for English learners,
services for students experiencing
homelessness and professional
development and teacher quality
program.

The DOE altered how this $167
million is administered by placing
FCPS on reimbursement-only sta-
tus. FCPS must pay all expenses
upfront using its local operating
budget to front the costs typical-
ly paid for with federal dollars.
FCPS has stated it might have
enough reserve funds to cover es-
sential services like the Free and
Reduced-Price Meals program for
a few months, but continuing this

indefinitely would require divert-
ing money from other local bud-
get priorities (like teacher salaries,
smaller class sizes or after school
programs). The district would then
request reimbursement from the
DOE for approved expenditures.
This shift creates a significant
cash flow and financial manage-
ment burden for FCPS, as it must
temporarily cover the costs for all
federally mandated and funded
programs.

“FCPS always seems to make the
wrong choice in these matters,”
said Bob Eitel of the Defense of
Freedom Institute for Policy Stud-
ies in a Sept. 24 press release ti-
tled “DFI Files Federal Civil Rights
Complaint Against Fairfax County
Public Schools for Authorizing a
Boy to Repeatedly Use the Girls’
Locker Room.”

The Direct Cut, MSAP Grant
Covering the lost $3.4 million

'Yo UTUBE
Dr. Michelle Reid

in Magnet School Assistant grant
money works differently. That is
the money that has been officially
withheld or lost for the new fiscal
year, starting Oct. 1. This loss is a
direct cut, and funding is denied; it
will not be received.

This creates a budget shortfall
that requires a direct reduction in
spending or an immediate back-
fill from the local budget. If FCPS
wants to maintain the magnet pro-
grams at Thomas Jefferson High
School and Bailey’s Primary School
at their current quality, it will need
to find $3.4 million from its exist-
ing local budget.

The cut directly impacts the high
school’s Science and Technology
program, which is the school’s en-
tire magnet curriculum. The fund-
ing supports an elementary-level
magnet program. The magnet pro-
gram at Bailey’s Primary School is
one of two such elementary pro-
grams in the district that relies on
this specific grant.

Long-Term Strategy
and Legal Action

The long-term solution to re-
store the federal dollars is through
the courts. The Fairfax County
School Board filed a 31-page law-
suit, titled “Complaint for Declara-
tory and Injunctive Relief,” against
Linda McMahon in her official ca-
pacity as Secretary of Education of
the United States, and the United
States Department of Education, in
the U.S. District Court for the East-
ern District of Virginia (Alexan-
dria Division). The suit argues the
DOE’s actions violate the Spending
Clause of the U.S. Constitution by
imposing requirements that con-
tradict existing federal court prec-
edent in the 4th Circuit (unconsti-
tutional coercion). The “high-risk”
designation and funding freeze are
unlawful attempts to force the dis-
trict to violate state law and fed-
eral court rulings. The ultimate
source of the money will be deter-
mined by whether the courts rule
the DOE must reinstate the regular
funding mechanism.
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Danger Lurks: Near Misses On the Roads

FroM PACGE 8

include failure to yield, distract-
ed driving, speeding, the absence
of stop signs or signals, and poor
visibility. “City of Fairfax has the
fewest reports of all districts in
this analysis, but of the four re-
ports from January 2024 through
July 2025, all were recurring,
half involved children, and three
reported failure to yield. Interest-
ingly, none of the reports can be
grouped, as all four reports were
spread out across the city. Specific
conclusions [are] difficult to draw
from data pool, but traffic calming
measures may see decreases in the
high speeding and failure to yield
rates.”

In the Braddock district, Ran-
dom Hill Road elicits recurring
reports that note, “The lack of
signals [creates] a dangerous
crosswalk which drivers ignore,
especially with the road’s multiple
lanes. One lane stopping while the
other doesn’t may lead pedestri-
ans to cross when it isn’t actually
safe. Multiple reports also describe
speeding, further endangering pe-
destrians.” Examples: “I have expe-
rienced drivers that are constantly

speeding and not stopping for pe-
destrians in crosswalks. This is a
4-lane street and doesn’t have an
area in the middle. There are chil-
dren crossing for the school bus at
times.”

The Franconia district is report-
ed to have an “unsafe intersection
with frequent foot traffic from chil-
dren going to Hayfield Secondary
School,” and several reports bring
up lack of signals leading to driver
behaviors of speeding and failure
to yield.

“Pedestrians, mostly children,
are always in danger when cross-
ing Telegraph Rd to go to and
from Hayfield Secondary School.
None of the crosswalks in the area
has flashing lights to indicate that
someone is present. If Alexandria
City can do it, so should Fairfax
County.”

A case study in the Springfield
district is Houndmaster Road,
which has experienced recurring
incidents of drivers ignoring the
stop sign, leading to near misses,
including incidents involving chil-
dren.

In Mount Vernon is the intersec-
tion of Sherwood Hall Lane and

www.connectionnewspapers.com/advertising

ON

Newspapers & Online

Mount Pernon Gazette

&?@ntfga Packet

Potomac

ALMANAC

Turn to the Connection Newspapers
digital and print advertising options to
reach customers in your community!

. EMAIL BLASTS

. DIGITAL BILLBOARDS
. FRONT PAGE SHOUTOUT

. SOCIAL MEDIA

. SPONSORED CONTENT

»(o_(‘g

ex the right aug,

Ce

For Advertising: Call 703.778.9431 or
Email sales@connectionnewspapers.com

10 % MouNT VERNON GAZETTE % OCTOBER 2-15, 2025

Case A: Houndmaster Road

“Car failed to stop at stop sign. At the same time a kid

Recurring incidents of drivers ignoring the

5

—

9 'E"—*ﬁfvﬁa stop sign on this residential road, causing
p 5% "% near misses, including children.
" B - . b

playing nearby had a ball rH i

e
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the intersection. The kid stopped on the sidewalk, but you see where this could have gone.”

“A car failed to stop at a stop sign nearly hitting pedestrians (a father and son) walking
| across the intersection. This a recurring incident at this intersection as Houndmaster Road

Hisacut through with drivers failing to respect.the stop sign."

At Houndmaster Road, located in a residential area of Springfield, the report indicates recurring inci-

L1 1]

dents where drivers ignore the stop sign, causing near misses, including those involving children.

Midday Lane. “This intersection
is unsafe for pedestrians, cyclists
and drivers. The crosswalk gives
pedestrians a false sense of secu-
rity — vehicles rarely stop to let
people cross, and when a car does
try to stop for the crosswalk, the
cars back up behind and often will
swerve around to pass because
they assume the vehicle is trying
to turn, as a result, speeding right
into the crosswalk.”

Increasing Penalties

A new Virginia law, Senate Bill
1416, went into effect on July 1,
2025, to increase penalties for

drivers who injure or kill pedes-
trians and other vulnerable road
users in a crosswalk. Introduced
by Sen. Adam P Ebbin (D-39), the
law makes it a Class 1 misdemean-
or if a driver’s failure to stop for a
pedestrian results in serious bodily
injury or death.

This legislation is a significant
change from the previous law,
which treated such a violation as
a minor traffic infraction with a
much smaller penalty. The new
law aims to make drivers more ac-
countable, act as a stronger deter-
rent to reckless driving near cross-
walks, and make Virginia’s roads

safer.

Ebbin, who received the “Bicy-
cling-Friendly Legislator” award
for his work on the bill, highlight-
ed the law’s importance during
Bike to Work Day 2025. ‘A few
years ago,” he told the crowd, “we
started dealing with distracted
driving and to better define that
because there’s a penalty but it’s
rarely enforced.

And then this year we came
at it from a different approach,
alarmed at the people being strick-
en in crosswalks and the perpe-
trators receiving just a slap on the
wrist for failure to yield.”

Supervisory Districts
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This map and chart spotlight the top three districts for near miss reports: Hunter Mill, Providence, and
Franconia.
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Capital Bikeshare expands to Huntington Metro station in Mount Vernon and the

Innovation Metro Station in Herndon.

Capital Bikeshare
Expands North, South on
Fairfax County Metro Lines

By MERCIA HOBSON
THE GAZETE

Bikeshare program to include the

Huntington and Innovation Center
Metro stations, according to a recent on-
line announcement. It is adding bike avail-
ability at the Huntington Metro station in
Mount Vernon and the Innovation Metro
Station in Herndon.

Mount Vernon District Supervisor Dan
Storck (D) and Dranesville District Super-
visor Jimmy Bierman (D) highlighted the
benefits of the expansion in a statement.
“The introduction of Capital Bikeshare in
Huntington is a big step forward in provid-
ing opportunities for residents and visitors
to make local trips without having to drive
themselves — especially for those without
access to vehicles or bikes of their own,”
said Storck.

Bierman added, “We have way too much
traffic in Fairfax County and we need to
get people out of their cars and off the
roads to reduce the traffic for the people
who do need to use the roads. Things like
Capital Bikeshare help us do that. They
help us alleviate traffic, they help us make

F airfax County is expanding its Capital

Signluplfer

FREE DIGITAL SUBSCRIPTION
to all of our papers

www.connectionnewspapers.com/subscribe
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your commute better and they give people
more options for how to get to and from
where they want to go.”

There will be ten new Capital Bikeshare
stations in and around the Innovation
Center Metro Station at 13747-A Sunrise
Valley Drive, Herndon, Va., which is the
northernmost station of the Washington
Metro Silver Line within Fairfax County,
and the Huntington Metro Station in the
Alexandria region, south on the Yellow
Line, situated just outside the City of Al-
exandria.

“This last-mile transportation system is
so essential to our mass transit system,”
said Stork.

Capital Bikeshare is a regional bicycle
transit system jointly owned by Fairfax
County, Arlington County, City of Alexan-
dria, City of Fairfax, City of Falls Church,
Prince George’s County, Montgomery
County and the District of Columbia. The
entire network includes more than 800
stations with more than 8,000 classic-style
and electric bicycles.

Information about Capital Bikeshare
purchase options, station locations, bike
availability and more can be found at
https://capitalbikeshare.com.

FAIRFAX COUNTY
Fairfax County Sheriff Stacey Kincaid and Police Chief Kevin Davis accept accred-
itation certificates from the Virginia Law Enforcement Professional Standards

Commission.

FCPD, Sheriff’s Office
Achieve Accreditation

By MERCIA HOBSON
THE CAZETTE

odd Clingenpeel, program man-
| ager for the Virginia Law Enforce-
ment Professional Standards
Commission, addressed the high stan-
dards of the Fairfax County Police De-
partment and Sheriff’s Office at a Board
of Supervisors meeting in September.
Both agencies received accreditation cer-
tificates, with Sheriff Stacey Kincaid and
Police Chief Kevin Davis accepting.

“This is a fantastic day for Fairfax
County, and what I mean by that is the
people that protect you, all the citizens
of Fairfax County, this board and every
member of the business community,
knows that they are performing at the

highest level possible,” Clingenpeel said.

Mike Cox, one of the 12 commission-
ers, praised both agencies’ commitment
to professional standards. “This isn’t just
a check a box. This isn’t just an automat-
ic thing,” Cox said. “I will tell you, when
those assessors come into an agency,
they go through those files with a fine-
tooth comb.

They’re asking questions.”

In a second public safety item, the
board approved a Memorandum of Un-
derstanding with the FBI authorizing the
police chief to sign the document. Super-
visor Dahlia Palchik (D) noted that Karol
Marcela Escalante, the Fairfax County
Director of Immigrant Community Af-
fairs, was involved in the MOU and “it is
in accord with our Trust Policy.”
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Illuminated Acorn by Kevin Carman.

PHOTOS BY GLENDA BoOTH/THE CONNECTION

3 .5,

e A i .
Great Blue Heron III by David Turner.

Li Doo Mooh by Villagers in India’s Nilgiri Bisphere Reserve, made of a tropical
plant, lantana camara and metal.

American Horticultural Society’s Gala at River Farm

From PAGE |

They also offer us avenues for creativity,
healing and self-expression. In a world that
sometimes can feel overwhelming, gardens
have a remarkable ability to surprise and
delight us.”

Mama and Bay Frog by Charles Smith.

Board of Directors Chair Scott Plein pre-
sented Brian Kemble the 2025 Liberty Hyde
Bailey Award for lifetime achievement in
horticulture. Kemble, the curator at the Ruth
Bancroft Garden and Nursery in Walnut
Creek, California, described how American
gardening has moved from being “Eurocen-
tric” to adapting to local conditions, like arid
gardens in parts of California.

Plein also gave the Meritorious Service
Award to Alexandrian Skipp Calvert, calling
the awardee “a conservationist and a cheer-
leader.” Plein said that Calvert was one of
the “Faithful Five” who served on the AHS
Board for two decades and helped save Riv-
er Farm from being sold and developed in
2021. “His impact is beyond any title,” Plein
said.

In 2020, the then-AHS Board of Directors
announced plans to sell River Farm, generat-

SEE AMERICAN HORTICULTURAL, PAGE 15

Multicolod T_tm BDorothy Gillespie.

T —— -
: p

The Little Big Band provided music as ests mingled.
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ENTERTAINMENT

NOW THRU NOV. 2
Women Artists of the DMV, At the Athenaeum,

Alexandria. Artist’s Reception: Sunday, Sep-
tember 28, 4 — 6 p.m. Local artist, curator,
and advocate for the arts, E Lenny Campello,
has assembled a survey exhibition of women
artists spanning the District of Columbia,
Maryland and Virginia that features over

400 artists in 18 different galleries across the
region. Women artists of the DMV presenting
at The Athenaeum include: Cathy Abramson,
Suzi Balamaci, Sara Bardin, Jennifer Barlow,
Jennifer Lynn Beaudet, Julia Bloom, Lisa
Brotman, Carol Brown Goldberg, Shante
Bullock, Anne Cherubim, Amanda Coelho,
Andrea Cybyk, Anna U. Davis, Cynthia Farrell
Johnson, Sharon Fishel, Cianne Fragione,
Marilyn Horrom, M. Jane Johnson, Jessica
Kallista, P D Klein, Kara Lin, Anne Marchand,
Amy Marx, Ann Meagher-Cook, Carol New-
myer, Tea Okropiridze, Madeleine Sargent,
Adi Segal, Susan Shalowitz, Pritha Srinivasan,
Jenny Walton, Suzanne Yurdin, and Helen
Zughaib.

MGNYV PLANT CLINICS ARE OPEN
The Alexandria Old Town Farmer’s Market

Plant Clinic at 301 King St., Alexandria
operates on Saturdays from 7 - 9:30 a.m. Del
Ray Farmers Market Plant Clinic at Oxford &
Mt. Vernon Avenues, Alexandria operates on
Saturdays from 8:30 11 a.m. The Arlington
Farmers’ Market at N. 14th and N. Court-
house Roads, Arlington operates on Saturdays
from 8 - 11 a.m. The Fairlington Farmers’
Market Plant Clinic at 3308 S. Stafford St.,
Arlington, operates on Sundays from 9 11
a.m.

The 30th AnnuarA_r-t- on the Aven

YEAR ROUND ON SUNDAYS
Farmer’s Market. 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. At Casa

Chirilagua Community Center, 4109 Mt.
Vernon Ave., Alexandria. Experience fresh
foods, native plants, artisan crafts, music and
community at Four Mile Run Farmers & Arti-
sans Market in the heart of Arlandria outside
the Casa Chirilagua Community Center, every
Sunday 9-1 p.m.

ONGOING
Revolutionary War Exhibit. At the National

Museum of the U.S. Army, Alexandria. The
National Museum of the United States Army
has opened a special exhibition, Call To Arms:
The Soldier and the Revolutionary War. The
two-year exhibition commemorates this year’s
250th Birthday of the U.S. Army and next
year’s 250th anniversary of the Declaration
of Independence. This 5,000 square-foot
exhibition features a rare collection, specially
curated by the Museum, that includes Revo-
lutionary War artifacts from the original col-
onies, England, France and Canada. Among
the exhibit’s highlights are a pair of General
George Washington’s pistols, the original flag
of the 1st Rhode Island Regiment carried by
the Army’s first African American Soldiers,
and a complete Loyalist uniform—one of

the rarest items in the collection. The sword
of British General Charles Lord Cornwallis,
presented to Washington at the surrender at
Yorktown, Virginia, will also be displayed for
a limited time.

OCT. 3 TONOV. 1
The “Bump in the Night” art exhibit. At Del

Ray Artisans Gallery, 2704 Mount Vernon
Ave., Alexandria. This show explores those
unsettling moments when you hear some-
thing strange and unexplained in the dark.
Prepare for the shadows to take shape and
for the mysterious bumps in the night come
to life. Opening Reception: Friday, October
3, 7-9 p.m. Gallery hours are Thursdays 12-6
p.m., Fridays 12-9 p.m., Saturdays & Sundays
12-6 p.m. Details at DelRayArtisans.org/
exhibits

FRIDAY/OCT. 3
Leave the Leaves. 10-11:30 a.m. Online. For

many people, fall cleanup means raking and
disposing of the leaves that have tumbled
from the trees. Join Extension Master Garden-
er Claudia Gerwin to learn about the many

www.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

benefits of leaving the leaves to provide an
overwintering habitat for pollinators and
other invertebrates. You'll learn how to best
manage your leaves to improve the soil,
suppress weeds, and retain moisture, and
we’ll share tips on how to make leaf compost.
If you leave the leaves, your landscape will
reap the benefits of more pollinators, natural
pest control and more abundant wildlife in
the spring. FREE. RSVP online at https://
mgnv.org/rsvp-for-public-education-classes/
to receive the link to participate.

SATURDAY/OCT. 4
First Saturday Used Book Sale: 10 a.m. - 4

p-m. at Sherwood Regional Library, 2501
Sherwood Hall Lane. Selection of over 20,000
gently used children’s books, fiction, history,
biography, home and garden, cooking, crafts,
sports, religion, travel, CDs, DVDs, and more.
Unless specially priced, $1 for hard backs

and large paperbacks, and 25 cents for mass
market paperbacks. Visit https://www.fairfax-
county.gov/library/branches/friends-of-sher-
wood-regional for information on other days
and times for the library’s ongoing book sale.

SATURDAY/OCT. 4
30th Annual Art on the Avenue. 10 a.m. to 6

p.m. In Del Ray on Mount Vernon Avenue be-
tween Hume and Bellefonte Avenues, Alexan-
dria. Art on the Avenue strives to reflect the
diversity of the Del Ray community through
the artists and their work. This year’s festival
will feature over 350 local and regional art-
ists, live music, international food, children’s
activities, a pie-baking contest, and more.
The event, voted by Virginia Living readers

as the best art festival in Northern Virginia,

is volunteer-run, with support from the local
business community. Art on the Avenue is free
and open to all.

SATURDAY/OCT. 4
The Listening Project. 1-4 p.m. At The Athenae-

um, Alexandria. The Listening Project is an
interactive performance piece that explores
multisensory listening created by Anne
Willieme, a multidisciplinary artist and leader
of Sensverse Studio. The Listening Project
invites you to share a story which will then be
translated into visual terms by Anne Willieme
and into movement by dancer Kate Walker.
The program explores a multisensory-me-

dia translation from language to visual and
movement-based expression. The work also
aims to provide the participating audience
with the feeling of being deeply heard.

SATURDAY/OCT. 4
Vola’s Dockside Grill’s Fall Oysterfest, Satur-

day, Oct. 4 from 12-3 p.m.

Gather on Vola’s Airstream patio for unlimited

freshly shucked and specialty oysters, a tasty
buffet, beer, wine, and cocktails. Live music.

o 2, ey ZJ r = \

ue takes plaé

e Saturday, Oct. 4, 2025 in Del Ray.

Opysterfest will also feature a Best Shucker
contest, inviting both pros and first-timers to
show off their oyster-opening skills. Outdoors
along the waterfront (with indoor backup in
case of rain). Tickets are $144.18, inclusive
of food, drinks, and gratuity, and can be pur-
chased here: Eventbrite Link.

SUNDAY/OCT. 5
Wild, Wild West. 3 p.m. At George Washington
Masonic National Memorial, Alexandria.

for affordable housing. Tickets are $10 for
students and $60 for adults. The festival is
a family-friendly event, offering an evening
of food, drinks, games, music, and a raffle,
as well as a live performance by Alexandria
Symphony Orchestra’s youth orchestra,
Sympatico. Port City Brewery of Alexandria,
Virginia and food trucks will be available like
Hangry Panda, Minas Tamales, Mac Donut,
Lost Boy Cider and Boba Blass. Go to www.
housingalexandria.org.

OCT. 10-12

Capital Art & Craft Festival. At Dulles Expo
Center in Chantilly. The Capital Art & Craft
Festival will feature 225 artists from through-
out the country with art in more than a dozen
mediums including glass, jewelry, leather,
paintings, prints, photography, pottery, wear-
able art and wood. Attendees may buy direct-
ly from the artisans who create the work, all
of which is crafted by hand. Hours: Friday,
Oct 10 and Saturday Oct 11: 10 am - 5 pm;
Sunday Oct 12: 10 am -4 pm. Tickets: $11 in
advance; $12 at the door; Senior & Military
discounts available; children under 12 free.
Ticket information: www.CACEart

SATURDAY/OCT. 11

Fall Fest: Master Gardeners of Northern Vir-
ginia. 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. At Duncan Library,
2501 Commonwealth Ave, Alexandria. Join
the Master Gardeners of Northern Virginia
for our 2nd annual Fall Festival! We will have
an ‘Ask the Master Gardener” table, kids’
activities, a houseplant sale, free saplings,
hand-crafted pottery, a food truck, tool sharp-
ening, and more. Don’t miss this fun-filled
family event! Pick up some holiday gifts for

Presented by the Washington Metropolitan

your favorite gardeners or just come to learn
more about gardening!

Philharmonic. The program features sweeping
cinematic soundscapes and American classics:

Elmer Bernstein: The Magnificent Seven

William Grant Still: American Scenes: The Far
West

Elinor Remick Warren: Along the Western Shore

John Williams: The Cowboys Overture

Aaron Copland: Four Dance Episodes from Rodeo
(Hoe-Down included!)

Visit the website: wmpamusic.org

STARTING MONDAY/OCT. 6

Alexandria Santa Train Tickets. There are four
dates this year for the 19th annual roundtrip
train ride with Santa from Alexandria to
Manassas. Tickets for the popular Santa Train
go on sale Monday, Oct. 6 at Alexandria’s
Whistle Stop Toy & Hobby Store, located at
1719 Centre Plaza, just off Quaker Lane. The
annual holiday tradition, now in its 19th year,
features a roundtrip train ride with Santa
from the Alexandria train station to Manas-
sas. The dates are Dec. 1, Dec. 8, Dec. 15 and
Dec. 18. The fun starts at the Alexandria train
station, where those boarding the train begin
to gather at 1 p.m. During the train ride, from
1:25-3:30 p.m., Santa visits and takes photos
with ticket-holders who also receive stickers
and candy canes.

TUESDAY/OCT. 7

Kids’ First Years (KFY) State of Early Child-
hood 2025 Event. 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. At First
Baptist Church, 2922 King Street, Alexandria.
KFY is a collective impact initiative dedicated
to being the unified voice for organizations
that collaborate to support early childhood
efforts in Alexandria. The event will bring
together Alexandria’s leaders, businesses,
educators, policymakers, and community
advocates to focus on one mission: building a
thriving early childhood system that fuels the
city’s economy, strengthens the workforce and
supports every family.

THURSDAY/OCT. 9

Fall Festival: Celebrating Community and
Affordable Housing. 4 to 8 p.m. At The
Garden Alexandria, 5380 Eisenhower Ave.,
Alexandria. Housing Alexandria, a leading
non-profit community developer, will hold
its Fall Festival dedicated to celebrating the
power of community and raising crucial funds

SATURDAY/OCT. 11

Garden Maintenance. 9:00 a.m. 11:00 a.m.,
Potomac Overlook Regional Park, 2845
Marcey Rd, Arlington. Extension Master Gar-
dener volunteers will demonstrate the whys
and hows of these final food garden tasks.
Come learn how to make the most of your
own vegetable plot.

SATURDAY/OCT. 18

FocusMusic and WFMA present Ali Tod. 7
p-m. At Saint Aidan’s Episcopal Church,
8531 Riverside Rd., Alexandria. Tickets $25
in advance (members $22.50) / $30 at door
(members $25), $15 virtual. Scottish guitarist
and singer Ali Tod fuses classical training
with percussive fingerstyle guitar, loop-pedal
wizardry, and raw, soul-stirring vocals—-draw-
ing comparisons to Rodrigo y Gabriela and
KT Tunstall. Info and tickets at https://
focusmusic.org/shows#sat-10-18-ali-tod-alex-
andria-virtual

SUNDAY/OCT. 19

The Carpenter’s Cook-off. 12 to 3 p.m. At The
Birchmere, 3701 Mount Vernon Ave., Alexan-
dria. Carpenter’s Shelter is hosting their sig-
nature fundraising event, Carpenter’s Cook-
Off 2025. Top-rated local restaurants, caterers
and bakeries will showcase their delicacies,
which visitors get to taste and judge. There
will be live music from DJ Infinite Sounds,
live and silent auctions, raffles and fun for the
whole family. Board Alum Jennifer Poersch
will receive the Val Hawkins award which
recognizes dedicated champions who work to
further the mission and vision of Carpenter’s
Shelter. Buy Tickets: CarpentersShelter.org/
CookOffTickets

NOV. 7-30

“The Mini World: Small Works of Art” show-
cases tiny creations by Del Ray Artisans
members in a variety of media and styles.
Step into this miniature world and discover
the joy of life’s little things. View at Del Ray
Artisans Gallery, 2704 Mount Vernon Avenue,
Alexandria VA. Join in the Opening Reception
on Friday, November 7, 7-9pm. Gallery hours
are Thursdays 12-6 p.m., Fridays 12-9 p.m.,
Saturdays & Sundays 12-6 p.m. Details at
DelRayArtisans.org/exhibits
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g Trust the Nation’s #1Roofing Contractor
eﬂ,GH OM E Award-Winning Roofing and Cu ner Service

Erie Roofing Since 1976

By LIMITED TIMEOFFER B FREE ESTIMATE
50% OFF B schebuLeTODAY!

_Installation 4 Call1.844.902.4611

CALLTODAY! 1.844.902.4611

New orders only. Does not include materidl costs. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Minimum
purchase required. Other restrictions may apply. This is an advertisement placedon behalf of Erie
Construction Mid-West, Inc (“Erie”). Offer terms and conditions may apply and the offer may not be
available in your area. If you call the number provided, you consent to being contacted by telephone,
SMS text message, email, pre-recorded messages by Erie or its affiliates and service providers using
automated technologies notwithstanding if you are on o DO NOT CALL list or register. Please review our
Privacy Policy and Terms of Use on homeservicescompliance.com. All rights reserved. License numbers
available at erishomeco mfulielicanwsf

ASSIEED™

WWW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM
To AbVERTISE IN THIs PAPER, CALL BY MONDAY 11:00 am 703-778-94l1

Be prepared before the next power outage.

It’s not just a generator.
It’s a power move.

Receive afree 5-year warranty
with qualifying purchase*
- valued at $535.

Call844-947-1479
to schedule your free quote!

GENERAC
P =

*Terms and Conditions apply.

WHAT WHAT
BROKE THEY CLAIMED

Tt

Their lies come out of your wallet. Insurance fraud
costs everyone in Virginia $1,000 per year. Learn
how to spot it and report it at TheCostOfFraud.com.

STAMP OUT
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Stop cleaning-out
your gutters
this season

EXPIRES: 11/30/2026 AN ADDITIONAL

15% OFF +10%
LeafFilter e
Get a FREE full gutter inspection and
eSUmate: 1'877‘614'6667 Promo: 285

+5ee Representative for full warranty details, *Promational offer indudes 15% off plus an additional 10% off for qualified veterams and/or seniors. No obligation estimate
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2705169443, WA LEAFFNWEZ2L Wy WW036912,

Transform Your Bathroom
and Change Your Life.

FREE TOILET + $1,500 OFF

For your FREE information
kit and our Senior Discounts, - 77-5 - 5
Call Today Toll-Free
Ay safestep

*Free toilet with purchase and installation of a walk-in tub or walk-in shower only. Offer available while supplies last.
No cash value. Must present offer at time of purchase. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Market restrictions
may apply. Offer available in select markets only. GSLB 1082165 NSCB 0082999 0083445 13VH11096000

FREE DIGITAL
SUBSCRIPTION
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NEWS

American Horticultural Society’s Gala

From PAcE 12

ing shock waves among supporters who con-
tended that since River Farm is prime water-
front property, developers would pounce on
it. Local groups, many elected officials and
then Virginia Gov. Ralph Northam mobilized
to preserve the property, block development
and retain public access. Ultimately the Board
re-organized and abandoned the sale plan.

Mount Vernon Supervisor Dan Storck re-
marked, “I deeply appreciate all the folks
who worked to save River Farm.”

Plein said that a major related announce-
ment is forthcoming.

Among the notables attending in addition
to Storck were Virginia Senators Scott Sur-
ovell and Russet Perry and former House of
Delegates member Kris Amundsen. Surovell
is the Senate Majority Leader.

Art in the Gardens

Nepenthe Gallery, based in the Hollin Hall
Shopping Center, staged fanciful sculptures
throughout the gardens, works by Vadim
Kharchenko, Kevin Carman, Dorothy Gilles-
pie, David Turner, Charles Smith, Michael
Alfano, Staci Katsias, Brandon Reese, and
Villagers in India’s Nilgiri Biosphere Re-
serve. Some pieces were for sale, with prices
ranging from $9,500 to $38,000.

“We love any opportunity to partner with
AHS at George Washington’s historic River
Farm, and the artists whose works we are
showcasing feel that it is a special place,”
said gallery owner Carrie Garland. “The
project is art at its very best, lifting others up
and connecting us all in unexpected ways.”

Alexandrian Angela Barbour wore a floral
print dress and said, “River Farm’s a gem.
The fact that they truly saved it in perpetuity
is truly exciting.”

Lynn Godek, a kindergarten teacher who
lives in the Mount Vernon area, nurtures
young gardeners, she explained, by having
children plant kidney beans and watch them
grow. “You only need dirt, water and sun,”
she quipped.

PHOTOS BY
GLENDA BooTH
THE CONNECTION

. n y
Many guests wore plant-themed attire.

Why was she there? “I believe in the mis-
sion of AHS and the importance of main-
taining green space and bringing gardening
into everyone’s life,” she said.

Referring to the gala, LaPorte announced,
“We passed our fund raising goals.”

About AHS and River Farm

Founded in 1922, AHS is a member-based,

national, nonprofit organization which in-

M

Many guests wore !
plant-themed attire. -- : ' fa
cludes more than 20,000 aspiring, new and
experienced gardeners, plant enthusiasts,
horticultural professionals and many region-
al and national partner organizations. AHS
sponsors educational programs, awards,
publications and trips. River Farm is a 25-
acre site overlooking the Potomac River, one
of George Washington’s original five farms.
Visit ahsgardening.org

Small Window to Apply for Affordable Housing Spots

From Pace 5
How to Apply

Interested individuals can apply on the Fairfax County Housing
and Community Development website. Application instructions are
available in English and Spanish.

Individuals who need assistance can call 703-449-9050 or visit
the FCRHA office at 3700 Pender Drive in Fairfax, VA during normal
business hours 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday.

How Waitlist Applications Work

Applications will be selected at random and placed on the wait-
list. Once a unit becomes available, the waitlist applicants will be
contacted, screened, and determined eligible based on income level,
household size, and the size of the rental unit.

Applications are not yet open at these properties beyond the
above Project-Based Voucher waitlist opportunities

Additional homes at Indigo at McLean Station, not included in
this waitlist opportunity, are expected to become available in Spring
2026. Please contact the property directly for more information and
monitor IndigoMcLeanStation.com for updates.

Fairfax Crest is anticipated to become available in 2027. Those
interested in applying to other units, not included in this waitlist
opportunity, should monitor the website of the property developer,
www.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

Lincoln Avenue Communities, for updates.

About the Project-Based Voucher Program

The Project-Based Voucher program is a subsidized rental housing
program where households pay a portion of the rent up to 35 percent
of the adjusted gross household income, while the FCRHA pays the
remaining portion of the rent to the owner. Program participants are
ineligible to receive other Federal Housing Assistance subsidies.

Other Housing Waitlist Opportunities

The Housing Choice Voucher and Fairfax County Rental Program
waitlists are currently closed. However, interested persons are en-
couraged to reach out to the communities below who might have
waitlist opportunities. Please contact the community directly to in-
quire about their specific waitlist.

Crescent Apartments (Reston): 703-471-4663

Gum Springs Glen (Alexandria): 703-780-9072

Herndon Harbor House I and II (Herndon): 703-904-9444

Hopkins Glen (Falls Church): 703-207-9770

Morris Glen (Alexandria): 703-719-7268

Stonegate Village Apartments (Reston): 703-620-0203

Mount Vernon Gardens Apartments (Alexandria): 571-388-3473

Wedgewood Apartments (Annandale) and Little River Square
(Annandale): 703-256-0400.
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Practically
Pavlovian

By KENNETH B. LOURIE e

I first heard/read about Ivan Pavlov in the fall of
1972. How can | be so specific? Because that's when
| matriculated to the University of Maryland. And
Ivan Pavlov was a topic of my Psychology 100 class.
A class so large, over 600 hundred, that - at least
where | sat near the back, could barely see him - or
his canine companion (I don’t remember the dog
ever barking, by the way). The professor spoke into
a microphone attached to a cord which he wore
around his neck. He was going through various slides
illuminated on the canvas behind him and comment-
ing on them. There was never any stoppage to ask any
questions or to clarify anything he had just said. We
were meant to listen, not interrupt and relearn (learn
the first time) all the information he was teaching by
studying our textbook. This process was foreign to
me. | never was taught in the fashion that | was now
being subjected (yes subjected) and expected to grasp
the lessons. Neither could/would I thrive by taking
multiple choice exams, being graded on a bell curve
(results of which were posted out the lecture hall),
and never interacting with the professor. | got my first
and only “D" in this class and | was probably lucky
not to fail. | remember these feelings all too well, but
| remember very little else except - wait for it: lvan
Pavlov.

Likewise, | can’t remember if the class was held
Mon./Wed./Fri at 8:00 am for 50 minutes or Tues./
Thurs. from 8:00 am for 75 minutes. Neither can I re-
member the professor’s name, nor the breed or name
of his dog. I do remember he always dressed in black
leather pants and a dark shirt and certainly never a
sport coat. As for his many teachings and references
to the textbook that we all bought at The Maryland
Book Exchange, | remember very little except Pavlov’s
dog experiments. Pavolv discovered an animal behav-
ior/human interaction that us pet owners (certainly
dog owners) have come to rely on when training our
puppies: “Classical Conditioning.” Something to do
with a “learned response” resulting from a “neutral
stimulus.” Moreover, he discovered dogs “could be
trained to salivate at the sound of a bell after it was
paired with the presentation of food.” (I get that way
myself.) A more literal description: your dog comes/
obeys you when there’s a reward (food) for doing so.

Well, it's been over130 years since Pavlov's
experiments/research (they occurred the 1890s) and
the worm, as is often colloquialized, has, at least
in my house, finally turned. No more is the human
(yours truly) the one doing the prompting. It is now
the dog who prompts the human. (Moreover, in a
parallel universe, the cat is also prompting/condition-
ing the human, but that's another paragraph.) As for
my three-year-old male golden retriever Burton, he
manifests a simple but recurring behavior when he
wants/needs to go out: He gets up from wherever he
is and walks throughout the house until he finds me,
always me (we've bonded) and stands steady on all
fours and stares at me. He will remain in that position
until  acquiesce and say something like “OKAY
Burton, | know you want to go out. Let's go.” Then he
turns tail, literally, and trots into the kitchen where
he waits to be “leashed” up by yours truly before he
gets to go “out.” We don't have a fenced-in yard, so
Burton has to be walked. After he goes outside first
thing in the morning with Dina, the rest of the time
(day and night) I am responsible for his comings and
goings. This standing and staring behavior is repeated
by Burton four to five times throughout the day. He
comes into any room where | am, stands and stares at
me until I get up, then he gets to go out. Very simple.
He has me “conditioned.”

It's the same story with Andrew, our cancer-surviv-
ing cat; when he walks into the kitchen, | know he’s
hungry. That's when | give him food. Other times, I'll
put the food on the floor: nothing. However, when
we meet in the kitchen, he'll sit by his bowl, look up
at me and | know he wants me to get him some food.
His terms. Not mine.

These kinds of behaviors are all too familiar to dog
and cat owners. It's the cost of doing business, so to
speak. You have to give up control and in so doing,
acknowledge that you are at the animal’s mercy. It's
akin to the inmates running the asylum except in this
context, it's not the inmates who are crazy.

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.
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As we approach the fourth quarter of 2025, the Chris White Family Real Estate Group
thanks our Mt. Vernon neighbors for another overwhelming vote of confidence
resulting in 65 homes sold to date in 2025. Hear directly from two recent clients:

' “We had an outstanding experience
4 working with Chris White and his entire
team. From start to finish, they

M we've bought and sold several homes -
this was the best experience we've had
to date! Chris knows this market inside
and out. Whether it was pricing strategy, neighborhood insights, or identifying the
right time to list, his guidance was spot-on every step of the way. Thanks to his
expertise and honest advice, we always felt like we were one step ahead. What
really impressed us was the team’s communication. Any time we had a question or
needed an update, someone was there with a quick, clear answer. We never felt as
though we were "in the dark." Their attention to detail—from staging and mar-
keting to navigating offers and closing—was flawless. Chris and his team didn’t just
help us buy/sell a house—they helped us make a smart move, both financially and
personally. We look forward to working with them again and highly recommend
them to anyone looking for a knowledgeable, responsive, and trustworthy real

estate team. Thank you, Chris and team! You're the best.” -The Chretien Family

4412 Tarpon Ln | 5999 950

LONG & FOSTER

— REAL ESTATE——
Alexandria/Old Town Historic
110 N. Royal St. 3rd Floor
Alexandria, VA 22314

MouUNT VERNON GAZETTE % OCTOBER 2-15, 2025

demonstrated exceptional professional-

W responsiveness that tru Iy set them apart.

4112 Ferry Landmg Rd | $1,275,000

703.283.9028

www.chrisandpeggywhite.com
chris.white@longandfoster.com

&8 “Chris and his family were outstanding to

& work with selling our home. Not one
question went unanswered, and with-
in a very short amount of time. The pro-

cess of scheduling showings and the

ol Open House was laid out perfectly. They

&=  were so helpful in not only identifying
== \vhat repairs/upgrades were needed to

best show our house but also took on

the task of making the arrangements for those repairs to be made. They really are
the "Mt. Vernon Specialists”. 10/10 recommend The White Family “ -The Ohagan

Mortgage rates are falling and we are seeing new
buyers coming into the market. If you're considering
selling in 2025 or even 2026, now is the time to

call the area’s proven leaders for a consultation!

3608 Center Dr | $1 565 000
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